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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

Acknowledgment is made of Amendment filed August 13, 2009. Claim 5 is 
amended. Claims 5-10 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 6 and 8-10 are objected to because of the following informalities: In 
independent claim 5, Applicant recites that the illumination device is disposed "so as to 
be concealed behind the door when the door is in the closed position", then recites in 
claims 6 and 8-10 that the illumination device includes an optical waveguide or a 
diffuser. However, the optical waveguide and diffuser in Applicant's embodiments are 
not concealed behind the door when the door is in the closed position. Appropriate 
correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Geyer 



(DE 10144668) and further in view of Blum et al (DE 4220018). 
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3. Regarding claim 5, Geyer discloses a laundry appliance comprising a housing 1 
including a stamped section recessed relative to a front of the housing and 
circumferentially surrounding a loading opening to a rotatably mounted drum of the 
appliance (see Figure 2, the illuminating ring 14 is positioned within the gap stamped 
section of between the door 18); a door 18 disposed in the front of the housing for 
closing the loading opening, an edge of the door (adjacent inner circle the illuminating 
ring 14) and a surrounding edge of the stamped section (adjacent outer circle of the 
illuminating ring 14) forming a gap area therebetween when the door is in the closed 
position; and an illumination device 16 disposed in the stamped section, light of the 
illumination device 16 being reflected at and edge surface of stamped section and a 
surface of the door edge so as to provide an illuminating ring visible at the front of the 
housing in the gap area when the door is in the closed position (see Figures 2-3). The 
illuminating device in Geyer is not concealed behind the door when the door is in the 
closed position. However, positioning illumination devices in laundry appliances such 
that they are concealed when the door is in the closed position is well-known in the art 
and is specifically taught in Blum (see Blum, Figure 2). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to position the 
illuminating device 16 in Geyer such that it is concealed when the door is in the closed 
position as taught by Blum in order to indirectly illuminate the body of the illuminating 
device and provide an efficient light system for illuminating the area around door for 
viewing the door in darkened environments, and since it has been held that to shift 
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location of prior art parts does not make the claimed invention patentable over that prior 
art (In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70). 

4. Claims 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Geyer {DE 10144668) and Blum et al (DE 4220018) and further in view of Ballen (US 
2003/0223250). 

5. Regarding claims 6-7, the illumination device in Geyer includes a light source 16 
disposed in an area of a hinge of the door (see Figures 2-3), but does not specifically 
teach an optical waveguide having a light output surface at a periphery thereof disposed 
in the stamped section of the housing circumferentially about the loading opening, 
wherein the waveguide includes a light input surface configured to provide a light- 
conductive connection with the light source so as to provide an illuminating ring visible 
at the front of the housing in the gap area. However, optical waveguides positioned 
within stamped sections of housing for providing an illuminating ring around an object 
are well-known in the art and specifically taught in Ballen (see Ballen, Figures 6-10). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to include an optical waveguide within the gap between an edge of the stamped 
section and the edge of door 18 in Geyer as taught by Ballen in order to provide an 
efficient light system for illuminating the area around door for viewing the door in 
darkened environments. 

6. Regarding claim 8, the illumination device 14 in Geyer includes a diffuser (body 

of illuminating ring) and a plurality of LEDs 16 configured to back-light the diffuser, the 
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LED's being circumferentially spaced at an edge of tine front loading opening (see 
Figures 2-3). 

7. Regarding claim 9, Geyer does not specifically teach an optical waveguide 
disposed in the stamped section of the housing. However, optical waveguides 
positioned within stamped sections of housing for providing an illuminating ring around 
an object are well-known in the art and specifically taught in Ballen (see Ballen, Figures 
6-1 0). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
Invention was made to include an optical waveguide in the stamped section of the 
housing in Geyer as taught by Ballen in order to provide an efficient light system for 
Illuminating the area around door for viewing the door in darkened environments. 

8. Regarding claim 10, the illumination device in Geyer includes a light source 16 
disposed In an area of a hinge of the door (see Figures 2-3), but does not specifically 
teach an optical waveguide having a light output surface at a periphery thereof disposed 
In the stamped section of the housing circumferentially about the loading opening, 
wherein the waveguide includes a light input surface configured to provide a light- 
conductive connection with the light source so as to provide an illuminating ring visible 
at the front of the housing in the gap area. However, optical waveguides positioned 
within stamped sections of housing for providing an illuminating ring around an object 
are well-known In the art and specifically taught in Ballen (see Ballen, Figures 6-10). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to Include an optical waveguide within the gap between an edge of the stamped 
section and the edge of door 18 in Geyer as taught by Ballen in order to provide an 
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efficient liglnt system for illuminating the area around door for viewing the door in 
darkened environments. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed August 13, 2009 with respect to the rejections in the 
previous Office Action have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground of 
rejection which was necessitated by Applicant's amendment to independent claim 5. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SEAN P. GRAMLING whose telephone number is 
(571)272-9082. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30 
AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Sean P Gramling 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 

/SPG/ 

/Sharon E. Payne/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2875 



